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| Electorate’s Turnout

f in South Vietnam
. To the Ediiar: '
- S ST U
- asserts tnat the &3 per cent
<tturnout in the Souwth Vietna-
- mese election "means less than
- meets the e¢ye” on the ground
. that the turnout was this per- |
" centage “of less than a third
i of the nation, the rest having
r been disqualified as neutralists
or Communists, or having
- simply been outside the reach |
. of Saigon's authority.” g
Mr. Wicker also asserts that
. “all the votes cast were less
than a majority of the potential -
of the South Vietnamese elec-
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torate.” :
; Unfortunately Mr. Wicker's '
, ‘arithmetic is faulty. The re- .

“ported turnout was 83 per cent :
.. 0f a total of registered voters |
'comprising approximately 70 -
‘“per cent of all the ‘citizens
of South Vietnam of voting age -
+—i.e, 18 or over. It was thus.-
- somewhat over 56 per cent of
“the total potential electorate,
. Substantially more than a ma-
jority and, incidentally, perhaps .
“best to be compared with the
.82 per cent of citizens of voting
age who cas. votes in the 1064
*American ecctions.
There are sther points in Mr.
Wicker's ¢ umn with which
sone could difer as a matter of
judgment. :lowever, the main .
Cthing is that his arithmetic is .
-inaccurate, =nd leaves an im-
‘pression that you may wish ’
“to ‘correct for the benefit of °
your readers.
. The basic estimates of South
"Vietnamese population (17 mil-
lion) and of the number of cit- )
‘izens: of voting age (about 8.5
million) have been explained to .
.the press on several occasions,
: both before and after the clecs -
| tion. _ -
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